
Member, Board of Supervisors City and County of San Francisco
District 5

DEAN PRESTON

July 29, 2022

KALCO Properties
Barry Levy, President
77 Mark Drive, Suite 20
San Rafael, CA 94903
Via email to: barry@kalcoproperties.com

Dept. of Housing and Urban Development
Davin R. Lal, HUD Account Manager
Gwen Kelleher, Branch Chief
One Sansome Street, Suite 1200
San Francisco, CA 94104
Via email to: Davin.R.Lal@hud.gov, Gwen.Kelleher@hud.gov

Re: Pending Evictions at King-Garvey Co-op

Dear Barry Levy, Davin Lal, and Gwen Kelleher:

Earlier this week, my office was made aware that there are a number of pending evictions at Martin
Luther King - Marcus Garvey (King-Garvey) Apartments in the District I represent on the San Francisco
Board of Supervisors.

My understanding is that earlier this year, Kalco Properties took over property management at the site.
Further, I understand that HUD provides a subsidy to King-Garvey for certain units with low-income
households.

In my correspondence with Mr. Levy earlier this week, he indicated that the evictions are related to
unauthorized occupants of units following the death of long-term King-Garvey residents, and that as a
result, the units are out of compliance with HUD standards and no longer receiving subsidy. His letter
made clear there were no nonpayment, nuisance, or other allegations with respect to these pending
evictions.

While I recognize there may be issues with bringing the paperwork for units into compliance with HUD
standards, such issues should not result in the forcible removal of long term African-American residents
from their homes. It is particularly egregious that these evictions are being sought after the death of a
family member or loved one, compounding the grieving process with the threat of displacement. Some of
the residents facing eviction have lived in their homes for decades.
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In our correspondence, Mr. Levy conveyed that “it is our strong preference to avoid evictions.” That
sentiment is difficult to square with the aggressive pursuit of eviction shown by plaintiff’s counsel,
seeking to expedite the eviction process through default judgment and refusing to allow these vulnerable,
long-term residents an opportunity to make their case in court.

Additionally, HUD guidance repeatedly says that eviction is not the preferred option to resolve resident
issues.  Here is one example: "HUD encourages owners to work with tenants and utilize other corrective
actions, such as repayment agreements or negotiated settlements, to resolve program/lease issues.
Terminations represent only one of the tools available to owners for enforcement." (HUD Handbook
4350.3 at 8-1)

As I mentioned previously, the highest priority for my office is to prevent displacement among the
residents of District 5, particularly long-term residents of the African-American community. I am deeply
concerned about what’s taking place at King-Garvey, and I strongly believe any HUD compliance issues
at MLK/MG can be resolved without eviction.

I am writing to demand that any legal eviction proceedings immediately cease until my office can meet
with Kalco, HUD and resident representatives to explore outcomes. I request that Kalco, as plaintiff in
pending eviction actions, specifically direct the Sheriff’s Office not to execute any pending writs of
possession. It is my sincere hope that this will help create some space to address the underlying issues and
find a path toward keeping these longtime Fillmore district residents affordably housed at King-Garvey.

Given that there are pending evictions scheduled for next week, I ask that you respond to this letter and
directly to the above demand no later than Monday, August 1st.

I appreciate your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Dean Preston
District 5 Supervisor

CC: Jason Pu, HUD Regional Administrator
Kevin N. Elliott. HUD Program Analyst
San Francisco Regional Office of Fair Housing and Equal Opportunity
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